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Division A—Atomic Energy
SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS
§2011. Congressional declaration of policy

Atomic energy is capable of application for
peaceful as well as military purposes. It is there-
fore declared to be the policy of the United
States that—

(a) the development, use, and control of
atomic energy shall be directed so as to make
the maximum contribution to the general wel-
fare, subject at all times to the paramount ob-
jective of making the maximum contribution
to the common defense and security; and

(b) the development, use, and control of
atomic energy shall be directed so as to pro-
mote world peace, improve the general wel-
fare, increase the standard of living, and
strengthen free competition in private enter-
prise.

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, §1, as added Aug. 30,
1954, ch. 1073, §1, 68 Stat. 921; renumbered title I,



§2012

Pub. L. 102486, title IX, §902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992,
106 Stat. 2944.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those comprising this section
were contained in section 1 of act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724,
60 Stat. 755, which was classified to section 1801 of this
title, prior to the general amendment and renumbering
of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act Aug. 30, 1954.

SHORT TITLE OF 2005 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 109-58, title VI, §601, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 779,
provided that: ‘“This subtitle [subtitle A (§§601-610) of
title VI of Pub. L. 109-58, amending sections 2210 and
2282a of this title and enacting provisions set out as
notes under sections 2210 and 2282a of this title] may be
cited as the ‘Price-Anderson Amendments Act of 2005°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106-245, §1, July 10, 2000, 114 Stat. 501, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting section 285a-9 of this
title and enacting and amending provisions set out as
notes under section 2210 of this title] may be cited as
the ‘Radiation Exposure Compensation Act Amend-
ments of 2000°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 104-134, title III, §3101, Apr. 26, 1996, 110 Stat.
1321-335, provided that: ‘‘This subchapter [subch. A
(8§3101-3117) of ch. 1 of title III of Pub. L. 104-134, enact-
ing sections 2297h to 2297h-13 of this title, amending
sections 2014, 2239, 2243, 2282, 2296b-7, 2297f, and 2297f-1 of
this title and section 9101 of Title 31, Money and Fi-
nance, repealing sections 2297 to 2297e-7 of this title,
and enacting provisions set out as notes under section
2297 of this title and section 9101 of Title 31] may be
cited as the ‘USEC Privatization Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 100-408, §1, Aug. 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 1066, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting section 2282a of this
title, amending sections 2014, 2210, and 2273 of this title,
and enacting provisions set out as notes under sections
2014 and 2210 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Price-
Anderson Amendments Act of 1988".”

SHORT TITLE OF 1964 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 88-489, §21, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 607, provided
that: “This Act [amending sections 2012, 2013, 2073 to
2078, 2135, 2153, 2201, 2221, 2233, and 2234 of this title, re-
pealing section 2072 of this title, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under sections 2012 and 2072 of
this title] may be cited as the ‘Private Ownership of
Special Nuclear Materials Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1958 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 85-846, §1, Aug. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 1084, provided:
“That this Act [enacting sections 2291 to 2296 of this
title] may be cited as the ‘EURATOM Cooperation Act
of 1958’.”

SHORT TITLE

Section 291 of title I of act Aug. 1, 1946, as added by
act Aug. 30, 1954, §1; renumbered title I, Oct. 24, 1992,
Pub. L. 102486, title IX, §902(a)(8), 106 Stat. 2944, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘This Act [enacting this chapter and
amending sections 1031(d) and 1032 of former Title 5, Ex-
ecutive Departments and Government Officers and Em-
ployees, and enacting provision set out as a note under
section 2221 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Atomic
Energy Act of 1954°.”’

SEPARABILITY

Section 281 of title I of act Aug. 1, 1946, as added by
act Aug. 30, 1954, §1; renumbered title I, Oct. 24, 1992,
Pub. L. 102486, title IX, §902(a)(8), 106 Stat. 2944, pro-
vided that: “If any provision of this Act [enacting this
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chapter] or the application of such provision to any
person or circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder
of this Act or the application of such provision to per-
sons or circumstances other than those as to which it
is held invalid, shall not be affected thereby.”’

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Atomic Energy Commission abolished and functions
transferred by sections 5814 and 5841 of this title. See
also Transfer of Functions notes set out under those
sections.

§2012. Congressional findings

The Congress of the United States makes the
following findings concerning the development,
use, and control of atomic energy:

(a) The development, utilization, and control
of atomic energy for military and for all other
purposes are vital to the common defense and
security.

(b) Repealed. Pub. L. 88-489, §1, Aug. 26, 1964, 78
Stat. 602.

(c) The processing and utilization of source,
byproduct, and special nuclear material affect
interstate and foreign commerce and must be
regulated in the national interest.

(d) The processing and utilization of source,
byproduct, and special nuclear material must be
regulated in the national interest and in order
to provide for the common defense and security
and to protect the health and safety of the pub-
lic.

(e) Source and special nuclear material, pro-
duction facilities, and utilization facilities are
affected with the public interest, and regulation
by the United States of the production and utili-
zation of atomic energy and of the facilities
used in connection therewith is necessary in the
national interest to assure the common defense
and security and to protect the health and safe-
ty of the public.

(f) The necessity for protection against pos-
sible interstate damage occurring from the oper-
ation of facilities for the production or utiliza-
tion of source or special nuclear material places
the operation of those facilities in interstate
commerce for the purposes of this chapter.

(g) Funds of the United States may be pro-
vided for the development and use of atomic en-
ergy under conditions which will provide for the
common defense and security and promote the
general welfare.

(h) Repealed. Pub. L. 88-489, §2, Aug. 26, 1964,
78 Stat. 602.

(i) In order to protect the public and to en-
courage the development of the atomic energy
industry, in the interest of the general welfare
and of the common defense and security, the
United States may make funds available for a
portion of the damages suffered by the public
from nuclear incidents, and may limit the liabil-
ity of those persons liable for such losses.

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, §2, as added Aug. 30,
1954, ch. 1073, §1, 68 Stat. 921; amended Pub. L.
85-256, §1, Sept. 2, 1957, 71 Stat. 576; Pub. L.
88-489, §§1, 2, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 602; renum-
bered title I, Pub. L. 102486, title IX, §902(a)(8),
Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those comprising this section
were contained in section 1 of act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724,
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60 Stat. 755, which was classified to section 1801 of this
title, prior to the general amendment and renumbering
of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act Aug. 30, 1954.

AMENDMENTS

1964—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 88-489, §1, struck out sub-
sec. (b) which found that use of United States property
by others must be regulated in national interest and in
order to provide for common defense and security and
to protect health and safety of public.

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 88-489, §2, struck out subsec. (h)
which found it essential to common defense and secu-
rity that title to all special nuclear material be in
United States while such special nuclear material is
within United States.

1957—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 85-256 added subsec. (i).

CONTROL AND REGULATION POWERS OF UNITED STATES
AND OF ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION UNAFFECTED BY
PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATE-
RIALS

Section 20 of Pub. L. 88-489 provided that: ‘‘Nothing
in this Act [amending this section and sections 2013,
2073 to 2078, 2135, 2153, 2201, 2233 and 2234 of this title, re-
pealing section 2072 of this title, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under this section and section
2072 of this title] shall be deemed to diminish existing
authority of the United States, or of the Atomic En-
ergy Commission under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended [this chapter], to regulate source, byprod-
uct, and special nuclear material and production and
utilization facilities, or to control such materials and
facilities exported from the United States by imposi-
tion of governmental guarantees and security safe-
guards with respect thereto, in order to assure the com-
mon defense and security and to protect the health and
safety of the public, or to reduce the responsibility of
the Atomic Energy Commission to achieve such objec-
tives.”

§2013. Purpose of chapter

It is the purpose of this chapter to effectuate
the policies set forth above by providing for—

(a) a program of conducting, assisting, and
fostering research and development in order to
encourage maximum scientific and industrial
progress;

(b) a program for the dissemination of un-
classified scientific and technical information
and for the control, dissemination, and declas-
sification of Restricted Data, subject to appro-
priate safeguards, so as to encourage scientific
and industrial progress;

(c) a program for Government control of the
possession, use, and production of atomic en-
ergy and special nuclear material, whether
owned by the Government or others, so di-
rected as to make the maximum contribution
to the common defense and security and the
national welfare, and to provide continued as-
surance of the Government’s ability to enter
into and enforce agreements with nations or
groups of nations for the control of special nu-
clear materials and atomic weapons;

(d) a program to encourage widespread par-
ticipation in the development and utilization
of atomic energy for peaceful purposes to the
maximum extent consistent with the common
defense and security and with the health and
safety of the public;

(e) a program of international cooperation
to promote the common defense and security
and to make available to cooperating nations
the benefits of peaceful applications of atomic
energy as widely as expanding technology and

§2014

considerations of the common defense and se-
curity will permit; and

(f) a program of administration which will
be consistent with the foregoing policies and
programs, with international arrangements,
and with agreements for cooperation, which
will enable the Congress to be currently in-
formed so as to take further legislative action
as may be appropriate.

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, §3, as added Aug. 30,
1954, ch. 1073, §1, 68 Stat. 922; amended Pub. L.
88-489, §3, Aug. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 602; renumbered
title I, Pub. L. 102-486, title IX, §902(a)(8), Oct.
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those comprising this section
were contained in section 1 of act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724,
60 Stat. 7565, which was classified to section 1801 of this
title, prior to the general amendment and renumbering
of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act Aug. 30, 1954.

AMENDMENTS

1964—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 88-489 inserted ‘‘whether
owned by the Government or others’ and ‘“‘and to pro-
vide continued assurance of the Government’s ability
to enter into and enforce agreements with nations or
groups of nations for the control of special nuclear ma-
terials and atomic weapons’’.

§ 2014. Definitions

The intent of Congress in the definitions as
given in this section should be construed from
the words or phrases used in the definitions. As
used in this chapter:

(a) The term ‘‘agency of the United States”
means the executive branch of the United
States, or any Government agency, or the legis-
lative branch of the United States, or any agen-
cy, committee, commission, office, or other es-
tablishment in the legislative branch, or the ju-
dicial branch of the United States, or any office,
agency, committee, commission, or other estab-
lishment in the judicial branch.

(b) The term ‘‘agreement for cooperation”
means any agreement with another nation or re-
gional defense organization authorized or per-
mitted by sections 2074, 2077, 2094, 2112, 2121(c),
2133, 2134, or 2164 of this title, and made pursu-
ant to section 2153 of this title.

(c) The term ‘“‘atomic energy’ means all forms
of energy released in the course of nuclear fis-
sion or nuclear transformation.

(d) The term ‘‘atomic weapon’’ means any de-
vice utilizing atomic energy, exclusive of the
means for transporting or propelling the device
(where such means is a separable and divisible
part of the device), the principal purpose of
which is for use as, or for development of, a
weapon, a weapon prototype, or a weapon test
device.

(e) The term ‘‘byproduct material”’ means—

(1) any radioactive material (except special
nuclear material) yielded in or made radio-
active by exposure to the radiation incident to
the process of producing or utilizing special
nuclear material;

(2) the tailings or wastes produced by the ex-
traction or concentration of uranium or tho-
rium from any ore processed primarily for its
source material content;
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(3)(A) any discrete source of radium-226 that
is produced, extracted, or converted after ex-
traction, before, on, or after August 8, 2005, for
use for a commercial, medical, or research ac-
tivity; or

(B) any material that—

(i) has been made radioactive by use of a
particle accelerator; and

(ii) is produced, extracted, or converted
after extraction, before, on, or after August

8, 2005, for use for a commercial, medical, or

research activity; and

(4) any discrete source of naturally occur-
ring radioactive material, other than source
material, that—

(A) the Commission, in consultation with
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, the Secretary of Energy,
the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the
head of any other appropriate Federal agen-
cy, determines would pose a threat similar
to the threat posed by a discrete source of
radium-226 to the public health and safety or
the common defense and security; and

(B) before, on, or after August 8, 2005, is ex-
tracted or converted after extraction for use
in a commercial, medical, or research activ-
ity.

(f) The term ‘‘Commission’” means the Atomic
Energy Commission.

(g) The term ‘‘common defense and security”’
means the common defense and security of the
United States.

(h) The term ‘‘defense information’” means
any information in any category determined by
any Government agency authorized to classify
information, as being information respecting,
relating to, or affecting the national defense.

(i) The term ‘‘design’ means (1) specifications,
plans, drawings, blueprints, and other items of
like nature; (2) the information contained there-
in; or (3) the research and development data per-
tinent to the information contained therein.

(j) The term ‘‘extraordinary nuclear occur-
rence’”’ means any event causing a discharge or
dispersal of source, special nuclear, or byproduct
material from its intended place of confinement
in amounts offsite, or causing radiation levels
offsite, which the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion or the Secretary of Energy, as appropriate,
determines to be substantial, and which the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission or the Secretary
of Energy, as appropriate, determines has re-
sulted or will probably result in substantial
damages to persons offsite or property offsite.
Any determination by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission or the Secretary of Energy, as ap-
propriate, that such an event has, or has not, oc-
curred shall be final and conclusive, and no
other official or any court shall have power or
jurisdiction to review any such determination.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission or the Sec-
retary of Energy, as appropriate, shall establish
criteria in writing setting forth the basis upon
which such determination shall be made. As
used in this subsection, ‘‘offsite’” means away
from ‘‘the location’ or ‘‘the contract location”
as defined in the applicable Nuclear Regulatory
Commission or the Secretary of Energy, as ap-
propriate, indemnity agreement, entered into
pursuant to section 2210 of this title.
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(k) The term ‘‘financial protection’ means the
ability to respond in damages for public liability
and to meet the costs of investigating and de-
fending claims and settling suits for such dam-
ages.

(1) The term ‘‘Government agency’’ means any
executive department, commission, independent
establishment, corporation, wholly or partly
owned by the United States of America which is
an instrumentality of the United States, or any
board, bureau, division, service, office, officer,
authority, administration, or other establish-
ment in the executive branch of the Govern-
ment.

(m) The term ‘“‘indemnitor’” means (1) any in-
surer with respect to his obligations under a pol-
icy of insurance furnished as proof of financial
protection; (2) any licensee, contractor or other
person who is obligated under any other form of
financial protection, with respect to such obli-
gations; and (3) the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission or the Secretary of Energy, as appro-
priate, with respect to any obligation under-
taken by it in indemnity agreement entered into
pursuant to section 2210 of this title.

(n) The term ‘‘international arrangement”
means any international agreement hereafter
approved by the Congress or any treaty during
the time such agreement or treaty is in full
force and effect, but does not include any agree-
ment for cooperation.

(0) The term ‘“‘Energy Committees’ means the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate and the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives.

(p) The term ‘‘licensed activity” means an ac-
tivity licensed pursuant to this chapter and cov-
ered by the provisions of section 2210(a) of this
title.

(q) The term ‘‘nuclear incident’ means any oc-
currence, including an extraordinary nuclear oc-
currence, within the United States causing,
within or outside the United States, bodily in-
jury, sickness, disease, or death, or loss of or
damage to property, or loss of use of property,
arising out of or resulting from the radioactive,
toxic, explosive, or other hazardous properties of
source, special nuclear, or byproduct material:
Provided, however, That as the term is used in
section 2210(]) of this title, it shall include any
such occurrence outside the United States: And
provided further, That as the term is used in sec-
tion 2210(d) of this title, it shall include any
such occurrence outside the United States if
such occurrence involves source, special nuclear,
or byproduct material owned by, and used by or
under contract with, the United States: And pro-
vided further, That as the term is used in section
2210(c) of this title, it shall include any such oc-
currence outside both the United States and any
other nation if such occurrence arises out of or
results from the radioactive, toxic, explosive, or
other hazardous properties of source, special nu-
clear, or byproduct material licensed pursuant
to subchapters V, VI, VII, and IX of this divi-
sion, which is used in connection with the oper-
ation of a licensed stationary production or uti-
lization facility or which moves outside the ter-
ritorial limits of the United States in transit
from one person licensed by the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission to another person licensed
by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
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(r) The term ‘‘operator’” means any individual
who manipulates the controls of a utilization or
production facility.

(s) The term ‘‘person’ means (1) any individ-
ual, corporation, partnership, firm, association,
trust, estate, public or private institution,
group, Government agency other than the Com-
mission, any State or any political subdivision
of, or any political entity within a State, any
foreign government or nation or any political
subdivision of any such government or nation,
or other entity; and (2) any legal successor, rep-
resentative, agent, or agency of the foregoing.

(t) The term ‘‘person indemnified’’ means (1)
with respect to a nuclear incident occurring
within the United States or outside the United
States as the term is used in section 2210(c) of
this title, and with respect to any nuclear inci-
dent in connection with the design, develop-
ment, construction, operation, repair, mainte-
nance, or use of the nuclear ship Savannah, the
person with whom an indemnity agreement is
executed or who is required to maintain finan-
cial protection, and any other person who may
be liable for public liability or (2) with respect
to any other nuclear incident occurring outside
the United States, the person with whom an in-
demnity agreement is executed and any other
person who may be liable for public liability by
reason of his activities under any contract with
the Secretary of Energy or any project to which
indemnification under the provisions of section
2210(d) of this title has been extended or under
any subcontract, purchase order, or other agree-
ment, of any tier, under any such contract or
project.

(u) The term ‘‘produce’’, when used in relation
to special nuclear material, means (1) to manu-
facture, make, produce, or refine special nuclear
material; (2) to separate special nuclear mate-
rial from other substances in which such mate-
rial may be contained; or (3) to make or to
produce new special nuclear material.

(v) The term ‘‘production facility’’ means (1)
any equipment or device determined by rule of
the Commission to be capable of the production
of special nuclear material in such quantity as
to be of significance to the common defense and
security, or in such manner as to affect the
health and safety of the public; or (2) any impor-
tant component part especially designed for
such equipment or device as determined by the
Commission. Except with respect to the export
of a uranium enrichment production facility,
such term as used in subchapters IX and XV of
this division shall not include any equipment or
device (or important component part especially
designed for such equipment or device) capable
of separating the isotopes of uranium or enrich-
ing uranium in the isotope 235.

(w) The term ‘‘public liability’” means any
legal liability arising out of or resulting from a
nuclear incident or precautionary evacuation
(including all reasonable additional costs in-
curred by a State, or a political subdivision of a
State, in the course of responding to a nuclear
incident or a precautionary evacuation), except:
(i) claims under State or Federal workmen’s
compensation acts of employees of persons in-
demnified who are employed at the site of and in
connection with the activity where the nuclear
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incident occurs; (ii) claims arising out of an act
of war; and (iii) whenever used in subsections
(a), (¢), and (k) of section 2210 of this title,
claims for loss of, or damage to, or loss of use of
property which is located at the site of and used
in connection with the licensed activity where
the nuclear incident occurs. ‘‘Public liability”’
also includes damage to property of persons in-
demnified: Provided, That such property is cov-
ered under the terms of the financial protection
required, except property which is located at the
site of and used in connection with the activity
where the nuclear incident occurs.

(x) The term ‘‘research and development”
means (1) theoretical analysis, exploration, or
experimentation; or (2) the extension of inves-
tigative findings and theories of a scientific or
technical nature into practical application for
experimental and demonstration purposes, in-
cluding the experimental production and testing
of models, devices, equipment, materials, and
processes.

(y) The term ‘‘Restricted Data’” means all
data concerning (1) design, manufacture, or uti-
lization of atomic weapons; (2) the production of
special nuclear material; or (3) the use of special
nuclear material in the production of energy,
but shall not include data declassified or re-
moved from the Restricted Data category pursu-
ant to section 2162 of this title.

(z) The term ‘‘source material’’ means (1) ura-
nium, thorium, or any other material which is
determined by the Commission pursuant to the
provisions of section 2091 of this title to be
source material; or (2) ores containing one or
more of the foregoing materials, in such con-
centration as the Commission may by regula-
tion determine from time to time.

(aa) The term ‘‘special nuclear material”’
means (1) plutonium, uranium enriched in the
isotope 233 or in the isotope 235, and any other
material which the Commission, pursuant to the
provisions of section 2071 of this title, deter-
mines to be special nuclear material, but does
not include source material; or (2) any material
artificially enriched by any of the foregoing, but
does not include source material.

(bb) The term ‘“‘United States’ when used in a
geographical sense includes all territories and
possessions of the United States, the Canal Zone
and Puerto Rico.

(cc) The term ‘‘utilization facility’” means (1)
any equipment or device, except an atomic
weapon, determined by rule of the Commission
to be capable of making use of special nuclear
material in such quantity as to be of signifi-
cance to the common defense and security, or in
such manner as to affect the health and safety
of the public, or peculiarly adapted for making
use of atomic energy in such quantity as to be
of significance to the common defense and secu-
rity, or in such manner as to affect the health
and safety of the public; or (2) any important
component part e